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"... it is not like us, we Americans, to be suspicious. mmIt is our optinusm that prevents us from attributing evil intentions to otlwrs;

it is our need to protect the rights of everyone that leads us to think the best ofpeople."
1 i .

"Report From Ground Zero" by Dennis SmithiJXjlJiij)
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tttC Former NY firefighter details

"duty, sacrifice" of Sept 11
"A Caress of Twilight"

By Laurell K. Hamilton
"

Published by Ballantine,
326 pages, $23.95 '

Thursday
Jason Sommer: Whiting g poet
and author of "Other People's Troubles" will

read from his work at the St. Louis County L-

ibrary headquarters, 1640 South Lindbergh
Boulevard. Free. For information,

Ext. 213.

Faerie princess g
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A New York City firefighter says a prayer for fallen firefight-
ers as he takes a ferry to Liberty Island, across the harbor
from the site of the World Trade Center.

veals how the sense of fami-

ly that has pervaded both the
police and especially the fire
service from their earliest
days was reinforced after
Sept. 11. Metaphors of the
sacred also appear through-
out the book, as when Smith
refers to the gothic-styl- e re-

mains of the Trade Center
facade as the "cathedral
walls" and describes how

'
ground zero itself became a
kind of hallowed space with-

in the congested cityscape of
Lower Manhattan. Smith, a
Catholic, devotes a fair
amount of narrative to how
he and others affected by the
tragedy turned to their faith
to help cope with their loss.

Finally, Smith spends time
reflecting on the impact of
the disaster on New York
and the nation, and specu-
lates on what might make a
fitting memorial to the vic-

tims. He also expresses con-

cern, rightly so, over the
woeful lack of funding and
preparedness of most urban
emergency service depart-
ments in the event of anoth-
er major terrorist attack.

"Report From Ground
Zero" is a tribute to the men
and women who lived and
died by the notions of "duty
and sacrifice" that define
their careers.

Mike Tsichlis holds a doc-

torate in public policy. He is

working on a book about the
history of firefighting in St.
Louis.

monsters, old gods;:
and a mad queen d

By J. Stephen Bolhafner
Special to the h '

Merry Gentry, the faerie'
princess private eye, is back in
Laurell K. Hamilton's new
book, "A Caress of Twilight'i.-- ,.

The first volume, "A Kiss of
Shadows," introduced the char--acte- r,

who lives in a world
much like our own but with an
important difference.

The fey creatures of light and ;h
darkness glimpsed in literature
from Shakespeare's "A Midt.
summer Night's Dream" to,,'
Tolkien's "Lord of the Rings' J
really exist, if not precisely the
way any previous writer has ." .

imagined them. '''t
As a result of diplomatic ne-t- ';

gotiations carried on between
the two Courts of Faerie arid' .

Thomas Jefferson, for the last-- ;

two centuries they've been liyt
ing openly in America. ' v

Merry Gentry is an anomaly '"

a mortal human who not only'''
has fey blood, but descends''' --

from royalty in both courts. Foe1
the fey come in two kinds.

The Seelie Court, ruled by;"
King Taramis, is more or lesS"
the province of beings like
Shakespeare's Titania and'.- -

Oberon, or Tolkien's elves. Tall
beautiful, magically em-- :

powered and greater than us;. .,r
they are human in appearance,

By Mike Tsichlis
Special to the

Sept. 11, 2001. In the
sixth-floo- r stairway of the
north tower of the World
Trade Center, Officer Dave
Lim, a member of the Port
Authority of New York po-

lice, is caught in the collapse
with firefighters from Lad-

der Co. 6:

"We climb up to the sixth
floor, and there the smoke
and dust begins to clear, and
suddenly there is a little light,
and then a big light, and I re-

alize it is the sun. We seem to
be on top of the collapse, if
that is possible. I say to any-
one, "What are the chances
we have survived this?"

Chief Picciotto is there,
and he answers, "One in a
billion, officer," he says:
"One in a billion."

At times I have to pinch
myself. Parts of the recollec-
tions in Dennis Smith's "Re-

port From Ground Zero"
read like a Tom Clancy
thriller. But then I remem-
ber: This really happened.
While burned, bloodied and
disoriented people were
streaming out of the Trade
Center towers before they
collapsed, firefighters, police
and other emergency service
professionals were going up,
way up. In addition to the
nearly 3,000 civilians who
died, 403 of these "first

would not return.
Smith tells the story of the

most horrific terrorist at-

tacks on America through
the voices of those who
fought to save others. A re-

tired New York firefighter,
Smith has made a successful
career as a writer by crafting
gripping narrative about the
exploits of firefighters and
emergency service workers.
His first success came in
1973, when he wrote the
best-sellin- g "Report From
Engine Company 82," about
the daily life of one of New
York's busiest firehouses.

The new book's organiza-
tion may seem somewhat
choppy and occasionally
repetitive, but never dull.
The first half is a series of
testimonials by several
dozen firefighters, police of-

ficers (NYPD and Port Au-

thority), spouses and others

Oast sellers
Week ending March 16, as compiled
by The New York Times

Hardcover fiction
El 2nd Chance, by James Patterson with

Andrew Gross

O The Summons, by John Grisham

O The Cottage, by Danielle Steel

D Atonement, by Ian McEwan

D The Stone Monkey, by Jeffery Deaver

D The Nanny Diaries, by Emma McLaughlin
and Nicola Kraus

B Up Country, by Nelson DeMille

O The English Assassin, by Daniel Silva -

EJ Journey Through Heartsongs, written

and illustrated by Mattie J.T. Stepanek
EQ The Diary of Ellen Rimbauer, edited by

Joyce Reardon

Hardcover nonfiction
D Stupid White Men, by Michael Moore

W3 Bias, by Bernard Goldberg

S3 Shakedown, by Kenneth R. Timmerman

O Love, Greg & Lauren, by Greg Manning

O Shadow Warriors, by Tom Clancy with

Carl Stiner and Tony Koltz

0 Driver (Number) 8, by Dale Earhardt Jr.

with Jade Gurss

El Sacred Contracts, by Caroline Myss

O One Nation, by editors of Life magazine

D The Bureau and the Mole, by David A. Vise

C3 The Universe in a Nutshell, by Stephen .

Hawking

Paperback fiction

II Scarlet Feather, by Maeve Binchy

0 A Painted House, by John Grisham

I'l 1st to Die, by James Patterson

0 Reunion in Death, by J.D. Robb

O Final Target, by Iris Johansen

0 Fall on Your Knees, by
MacDonald

El A Darkness More Than Light, by
Michael Connelly

D Heart of a Warrior, by Johanna Lindsey

0 Robert Ludlum's The Cassandra
Compact, by Robert Ludlum and Philip Shelby

B3 Tell No One, by Harlan Coben

Paperback nonfiction

Q We Were Soldiers Once... And Young,
by Harold G. Moore and Joseph L. Galloway

0 A Beautiful Mind, by Sylvia Nasar

0 Black Hawk Down, by Mark Bowden

0 A Child Called "It," by Dave Pelzer

0 Fast Food Nation, by Eric Schlosser

0 Founding Brothers, by Joseph J. Ellis

0 The Mothman Prophecies, by John A. Keel

0 The Lost Boy, by Dave Pelzer

0 The First American, by H.W. Brands
EE3 Me Talk Pretty One Day, by David Sedaris

coming from the dozens of
people who jumped from the
upper floors and hit the
pavement at 120 mph. Bat-

talion Chief Tom Valle-buon- a,

who barely survived
the collapse of the second
tower, stood among the ruins
giving his men orders until
one firefighter walked over
to him and said, "Chief,
you're standing on a torso."

The second half of the
book, simply titled "After-

math," is Smith's daily jour-
nal of events as firefighters,
police and excavation crews
feverishly worked to rescue
their lost comrades and
civilians. Like mariy other
retired New York firefight-
ers, the author joined the hu-

man bucket chain at ground
zero, passing along debris
and occasional body parts.

But as the days pass, hope
is increasingly overcome by
sadness and anger. Long
viewed in American culture
as tough, working-clas- s he-

roes, the feelings of fire-

fighters and police spill
forth, and Smith captures
their emotions well. "You

may think we are hard and
tough," says First Deputy
Police Commissioner Joe
Dunne, "but we bleed and
weep just like you."

But beyond a mere re-

counting of powerful scenes
of destruction, death, sur-

vival and camaraderie, "Re-

port from Ground Zero" re

whose lives were affected by
the tragedy. Lt; Mickey
Kross of Engine Co. 16 led
his men up into the north
tower, taking them as far as
the 23rd floor.

It was there that he felt
the rumble of the south tow-

er collapsing and was given
orders to immediately evac-

uate. On his way down, he
was caught in a stairway
when he noticed a "loud,
loud noise overhead." As the
north tower came crashing
down around him, the belea-

guered firefighter lost his
helmet and then his mask,
and his thoughts quickly
went from how he might
survive to how he might die.

"I remember that once I
started feeling things tap-

ping on me, I said, Well, this
is it. It's over. I was just
waiting to die. I remember
hoping that it would just be
fast. I didn't want to be lying
there hurt, with a broken
back or something ..."
Along with other trapped
colleagues, Kross eventually
was able to crawl out the top
of the pile and was soon res-

cued by fellow firefighters.
Although the narrative

avoids excessively graphic
depictions, haunting images
periodically emerge: the
bodies seen at the bottom of
elevator pits, people run-

ning out of the towers with
their skin hanging off, and
the incessant banging noise
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"Report From Ground

Zero: The Story of the
Rescue Efforts at the
World Trade Center"

By Dennis Smith' ':.
'

Published by Viking,
366 pages, $24.95

Biography traces Sakharov

from Soviet hero to dissident

Mekong River winds through

complex histories and cultures,

all explained expertly by author

though so impossibly perfect as
to be inhuman.

The Unseelie Court is a world .
of monsters. Most of its nobility';
are more or less human, at'-le-ast

most of the time, but all of.
them have some small defoimi-'- i
ty, or periodically change "

shape, or have some other taint. 4

They are all ruled by Andais,' .' ,

the Queen of Air and Darkness,";!
Andais is mad, and perverse,;
and all the things Merry was-.-,

brought up to believe the Un-'"- "

seelie Court to be. But she has
also seen more kindness andx'
honesty and real feeling there
than she ever found in the Seel-- ;
ie Court. . kV

For reasons developed in the5
first book, Andais has declared
Merry to be r, along witlw
her son Cel, who is currently irr
a punishing confinement likeljrl
to destroy his mind. Whichever1!? f

of them first gets an heir will-.-

inherit the throne.
Merry has provisionally ac,

cepted this position but wishes'"'
to live among humans, rather ;

than at court. She has been givr';
en a harem of male guards who i .

take turns trying to make hef .
win the competition, but de"
spite that setup there is notN'
nearly as much sex in this book ? ?s

as the first in this series. It is:.
sensual, without a doubt, and,,;,;
there are some scenes that;
even without being sexual0
could be described as erotic, ,V
But there is little onstage sex.

The story is convoluted and l.

complicated, involving some- -' '

one awakening a dreadful pack ' '

of old gods who are no longer :a '.

really sentient beings, yet stih; "

immensely powerful, able to
kill large numbers of people"-bu- t

doing so indiscriminately,'
with no purpose or volition 'their own.

This book moves like a whirl; ;;
wind, as Meredith is blownV
from incident to incident, with-ic- !
out apparent connection, ah 'I
though we know everything
will be tied together in the end..
That ending is only partly satis" !

fying, almost a cliffhanger '
promise of a larger confronta- - '
tion yet to come.

it;

"Sakharov: A Biography"

By Richard Lourie
Published by University
Press of New England,
465 Pages, $30

1 its

1. ..
"The River's Tale:
A Year on the Mekong"

By Edward A. Gargan
Published by Knopf,
352 pages, $26.95

By Max J. Okenfuss
Special to the

To the chagrin of many Rus-

sians, commentators at home
and abroad have concluded
that since Sept. 11, President
Vladimir Putin has finally, de-

cisively, unequivocally thrown
Russia's fate in with that of the
West. What does that mean?

Since the 1840s, Russian in- -

tellectuals have divided them-
selves into Slavophiles and
Westernizers. The Slavophiles
saw Russia's future in avoiding
Europe's path and preserving
Russian uniqueness: Orthodox
spirituality rather than Classi-
cal rationalism and Renais-
sance science; the unique, egal-
itarian, . village
commune rather than the class
warfare of the industrial slum;
the holy and peaceful Christian
czardom rather than constitu-
tions, legalisms and litigious-nes- s;

long-sufferi- submis-
sion of a chosen Slavic people
to God's will rather than cos-

mopolitan science and human
mastery of nature. Alexander
Solzhenitsyn is the most often
cited living Slavophile.

To the contrary, in the 19th
century Westernizers saw the
clergy as superstitious, the
czar tyrannical, the simple
peasant ignorant, irreligious
and oppressed. Russia's future
was to be found in progress, le-

gality, democracy, science, edu-

cation, economic development,
civil rights and the liberation of
women. Twentieth-centur- y

Russia's greatest Westernizer
was Andrei Sakharov.

In autumn 1953, five months
after Joseph Stalin's death,

a brilliant physicist,
became the youngest person in-

ducted into the Soviet Academy
of Sciences. He was 2.

He received the USSR's high-
est civilian honor, the Hero of
Soviet Labor (the first of
three), the Stalin Prize, a stag-
gering 500,000 rubles. A col-

league dubbed him "the savior
of Russia," for Sakharov's sci-

ence had just resulted in the
first successful Soviet test of a
hydrogen bomb.

Two and half years later, So-

viet leader Nikita Khrushchev
delivered his famous "Secret
Speech" denouncing Stalin,
copies having been circulated
in advance to the Soviet elite,
including Sakharov.

Before two more years had
passed, prisoners began to re-

turn from the Gulag, and
Solzhenitsyn had been permit-
ted to publish "A Day in the Life
of Ivan Denisovich." And
Sakharov confronted his first
moral dilemma when he began
to calculate the staggering
number of future deaths by fall-

out attributable to the nuclear
bombs already exploded by the
superpowers. Before long, he
would clash publicly with
Khrushchev, arguing against a
resumption of nuclear testing.

Tall, awkward, bumbling, Stal-

in Prize-winn- er Sakharov had
begun his dual life as a Western-
izer, dedicated to science and to
civil rights in Russia and to hu-

man rights causes globally.
Even when later exiled to

provincial Gorky for seven
years until freed by Mikhail
Gorbachev himself, Sakharov
continued to meet with mem-
bers of the Physics Division of
the Academy of Sciences,
whose members would trek out
for a day's discussion of recent
scientific literature. They kept
his office intact until he was re-
leased in 1986.

Meanwhile, beginning in
1965, he signed protest state- -

By Repps Hudson
Special to the h

Way downstream in this
highly readable and enter-

taining account of a trained
observer's year on one of the
world's great rivers, Edward
Gargan writes:

"China, for me, has always
been a troubling place, a
country that inspires a mix of
love and loathing. On the one
hand, I had seen the conse-

quences of institutionalized
barbarism in Tibet, while on
the other I relished the tri-

umph of survival and culture
in the Naxi orchestra. ... I
was moved by the tears of the
rooftop bride in northern
Yunnan and still haunted by
the penetrating song of the
Khampa horseman on the
high Tibetan plateau.

"Unlike the Yangtze River,
China's greatest, which wash-

es through the heart of a
modernizing nation, the
Mekong clips China's west-

ern flank, washing against
peoples trying to preserve a
way of life, a music, a lan-

guage. So much of each of
these cultures has been lost at
the hand of Chinese commu-
nist cultural imperiousness
that I had the sense of visiting
vanishing civilizations, a dis-

tinctly depressing feeling."
At that point in this won-

derful, informative book
about the legacy of European

and Chinese colonial-
ism and regional conflicts in
Southeast Asia, Gargan, a
former New York Times cor-

respondent in China, Hong
Kong and India, was just
about to enter Cambodia.

ine Merry iientry series is,
oViortinrr ,m tr. a nan, .Tirt 1 1 C ?l

ments, doffed his hat publicly
to express solidarity with poli-
tical prisoners, attended
demonstrations, and then met
Elena Bonner, herself a dogged
foe of the Soviet establishment.
In 1970, the KGB began to bug
his apartment and assigned
him the code name Ascetic. She
was Vixen, and KGB boss Yuri
Andropov was alarmed when it
became clear they would wed.

Richard Lourie knew well
both Sakharov and Bonner and
tells intimately about
Sakharov's public careers, and
the couple's private life togeth-
er. Lourie is a prolific writer on
Russian affairs, and the trans-
lator of Sakharov's memoirs, a
document begun often and
seized and destroyed by the
KGB almost as often. He has,
thanks to the collapse of the
USSR, Sakharov's KGB file.

His workmanlike and fast-pace- d

biography reminds how
little the fall of communism
had to do with the Reagan
White House, but rather how
much it grew from the outrage,
courage, repression, incarcera-
tion and suffering of home-
grown dissenters, both Wes-
ternizer and Slavophile.

Afar Okenfuss teaches Russ-
ian history at Washington Uni-

versity, i

ferent from Hamilton's popular V
Anita Blake Vampire Huntervi
books. But fans of that series
may well enjoy these stories)k;J
too. I'm certainly looking for-,- v

ward to the next book. . ..

There he would revisit the
horrors of the reign of terror
of the rigidly ideological
Khmer Rouge, which killed
one out of every five Cambo-
dians 2 million in a coun-

try of 10 million when it
seized power in April 1975.

Downstream still farther,
Gargan would meet the Viet-

namese as the Mekong
known in Vietnam as the Cuu
Long, or Nine Dragons, for its
channels cuts east toward
the South China Sea and
washes through the Mekong
Delta, the great, rich alluvial
plain that nourishes the Viet-

namese people and culture.
The Delta, split into many
parts by the river's main
channels and manmade
canals, is so productive it can
feed 15 million Vietnamese
roughly 20 percent of the pop-
ulation with its bounty of
rice, fish, vegetables and fruit

See Mekong, F10-- .

J. Stephen Bolhafner is (T 1

news researcher for the Post---

Dispatch.

Lauren K. Hamilton

Where: Left Bank Books,

399 North Euclid Avenue

When: 7 p.m. Thursday

Cost: Free
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